
ERF.1AW PLOT

GAINST U. S.

S REVEALED

War on America by Alliance of

Mexico and Japan With Teu-

tons Proposed.

WILSON HAS THE EVIDENCE

President Has Copy of Official Instruc-
tions Outlining Details of Conspir-- -

acy Against Our Government
Carranza Told to Recon-

quer Texas, Arizona
and New Mexico.

Washington, March 3. On Friday
morning the Western Newspaper
Union was enabled to reveal that Ger-
many in planning unrestricted subma-
rine warfare and counting its conse-
quences, proposed an alliance with
Mexico and Japan to make war on the
United States if this country should
not remain neutral.

Japan, through Mexican mediation,
was to be urged to abandon her allies
and join in the attack on the United
States.

Mexico, for her reward, was to re-- -

ceive general financial support from
Germany, reconquer Texas, New Mex-
ico and Arizona lost provinces and
share in the victorious peace terms
Germany contemplated.

Details of the Plot.
Details were left to German Min-

ister von Eckhardt in Mexico City,
who by Instructions signed by Ger-
man Foreign Minister Zimmermann
at Berlin January 19, 1917, was direct-
ed to propose the alliance with Mex-
ico to General Carranza and suggest
that Mexico seek to bring Japan into
the plot.

These instructions were transmitted
to Von Eckhardt through Count von
Bernstorff, former German ambas-
sador here, now on his way home to
Germany under a safe conduct ob-

tained from his enemies by the coun-
try against which he was plotting
war.

Pictures World Dominion.
Germany pictured to Mexico by

broad intimation England and the en-

tente allies defeated; Germany and
her allies triumphant and in world
domination by the instrument of un-
restricted warfare.

A copy of Secretary Zimmermann's
instructions to Von Eckhardt, sent
through Von Bernstorff, is in posses-
sion of the United States government.

Duplicity Is Exposed.
The document has been in the hands

of the government since President Wil
son broke-of- f diplomatic relations with
Germany. It has been kept secret
while the president has been asking
congress for full authority to deal with
Germany, and while congress has been
hesitating. It was in the president's
hands while Chancellor von Bethmann
Hollweg was declaring that the United
States had placed an interpretation on
the submarine declaration "never in-

tended by Germany" and that Ger
many had promoted and honored
friendly relations with the United
States "as an heirloom from Frederick
the Great.'

Of itself, if there were no other it
Is considered a sufficient answer to the
German chancellor's plaint that the
United States "brusquely" broke off re
lations without giving "authentic" rea
sons for its action.

Supplies Missing Link.
The dopument supplies the missing

link to many separate chains of cir
cumstances, which until now have
seemed to lead to no definite point.

It sheds new light upon the frequent
ly reported but indefinable movements
of the Mexican government to couple
Its situation with the friction between
the United States and Japan.

It adds another chapter to the cele-
brated report of Jules Cambon, French
ambassador In Berlin before the war,
of Germany's world-wid- e plans for stir
ring strife on every continent where
they might aid her in the struggle for
world domination which she dreamed
was close at hand. . .

It adds a climax to the operations of
Count von Bernstorff and the German
embassy in this country, which have
been colored with passport frauds,
charges of dynamite plots and intrigue,
'the full extent of which never has been
published.

- Emphasizes Our Perils.
It gives new credence to persistent

reports of submarine bases on Mexi
can territory In the Gulf of Mexico;
It takes cognizance of a fact long rec
ognized by American army chiefs,
that if Japan ever undertook to in
vade the United States , It probably
would be through Mexico, over the
border and Into the Mississippi valley
to split the country in two,

READY FOR WAR WITH U. S.

Chancellor Hollweg's Speech Regard-
ed as Preparing People of Ger-

many for Conflict.

Berlin, March , 2. Declaration of
war on Germany by the United States
would be no surprise to the people.

It is no exaggeration to say they
look for it and would be rather sur-
prised If It did not come.

They are convinced President Wil- -

SCRIBES BLAMED FOR "LEAK'

House Committee's Unanimous Report
Clears All Government Officials

of Any Blame.

Washington, March 1. A unanimous
report saying that no one save two
Washington newspaper men J. Fred
Essary and W. W. Price were re-
sponsible for whatever "leak" there
was on President Wilson's pSacenote
was presented to the. house at night
by Chairman Henry .of the rules com

German Foreign Minister's In-- 1

stmctions jo the German
Minister Jto Mexiqo.

Berlin. Jan. 19, 1917. On the 1st of
February we intend to begin subma
rine warfare unrestricted. In spite of
this, It is our intention to endeavor
to keep neutral the United States of
America.

If this attempt is not successful we
propose an alliance on the following
basis with Mexico: That we shall
make war together and together make
peace. We shall Give general financial
support, and it is understood that
Mexico is to reconquer the lost terri
tory in New Mexico, Texas and Ari-

zona. The details are left to you for
settlement.

You are instructed to inform the
president of Mexico of the above In
the greatest confidence as soon as it
is certain that there will be an out
break of war with the United States,
and suggest that the president or Mex
ico, on his own initiative, should com
municate with Japan, suggesting ad
herence at once to this plan; at tne
same time offer to mediate between
Germany and Japan.

Please call to the attention of the
president of Mexico that the employ
ment of ruthless submarine warfare
now promises to compell England to
make peace in a few months.

(Signed) ZIMMERMANN.

It recalls that Count von Bernstorff
when handed his passports was very
reluctant to return to Germany, but
expressed a preference for asylum In
Cuba.

It gives a new explanation to the
repeated arrests on the border of men
charged by American military authori
ties with being German intelligence
agents.

Last of all, It seems to show a con
nection with General Carranza's re-

cent proposal to neutrals that exports
of food' and munitions to the entente
allies be cut off, and an intimation
that he might stop the supply of oil,
so vital to the British navy, which is
exported from the Tampico fields.

What Will Congress Do?
"What congress will do, and how

members of congress who openly have
sympathized with Germany in their
opposition to clothing the president
with full authority to protect Ameri
can rights will regard the revelation
of Germany's machinations to attack
the United States is the subject of the
keenest interest.

Such a proposal as Germany In
structed her minister to make to Mexi
co borders on an act of war, if, actu
ally, it is not one.

No doubt exists here now that the
persistent reports during the last two
years of the operations of German
agents not alone in Mexico but all
through Central America and the West
Indies are based on fact.

- There Is now no doubt whatever
that the proposed alliance with Mex-

ico was known to high Mexican off-
icials who are distinguished for their

Among them are
Rafael Zubaran, Carranza's minister
to Germany, and Luis Cabrera, Car-
ranza's minister of finance.

The Hand of Mexico.
It is apparent that the proposal had

taken definite form when Zubaran re-

turned to Mexico City from Berlin re-
cently. .His return from his foreign
post was covered by the fact that Car-
ranza had called in many of his diplo-
mats for "conferences."

Denied at Japanese Embassy.
It was declared by a high Japanese

authority on Wednesday night that if
the German proposal of an ' alliance
ever reached Tokyo it was regarded as
merely a new ebullition of German
"kultur" and that It was thrown in the
wastebasket where it belonged.

He asserted no such proposal had
been made to the embassy here and
that if it had been no attention would
have been paid to It-H-e

said: "The whole Idea was abso-
lutely preposterous."

In order to make an alliance with.
Germany, he added. It would be neces-
sary for Japan to break from the allies
and negotiate a separate peace with
the Teutonic powers. But above all
that, he said, the Japanese sincerely
desired friendly relations with' the
United States.

Did Not Receive Proposal.
Washington. It was declared by a

high Japanese authority that if tie
German proposal of an alliance ever
reached Tokyo it was regarded as
merely a new ebullition of German
"kultur" and that it was thrown in
the wastebasket where It belonged.

He asserted no such proposal had
been made to the embassy here and
that if it had been no attention would
have been paid to it.

He said: "The whole idea was ab
solutely preposterous,

In' order to make an alliance with
Germany, he added, it would be neces
sary for Japan to break from the allies
and negotiate a separate peace with
the Teutonic powers. But, above all
that, he said, the Japanese sincerely
desired friendly relations with the
United States.

son Is determined to throw the full
weight of the United States into the
scales on the side of the allies.

This nation-wid- e sentiment was
manifest as the German people "di
gested" the speech of the chancellor
in the reichstag. It was the first time
In Dr. Bethmann-Hollweg'- s career
that he voiced criticism of America's
attitude In this war.

War with America would mean the
removal of the last barriers to the U
boat campaign, and the submarine
could sweep every part of all oceans.

mittee. All persons connected with
the government, including" Secretary
McAdoo and Secretary Tumulty, the
members of both houses and R. W.
Bolline. a brother-in-la- w of thn nrrf- -
dent, are specifically cleared of sus
picion.

Will Not Pay for Ships.
London, March 1. Germany will

give the . Dutch government no satis-
faction for the sinking of the fleet of
Dutch vessels torpedoed pn February
22, say dispatches from The Hague.

co;;anEss agrees
ON WAW FdEASORE

Fight Over an Amendment That
Threatened to Block Bill

is Adjusted.

THE HOUSE AND SENATE AGREE

Final Passage of Measure Which Car-
ries- $535,000,000 Was Threat-ene-d

for a Time.

Washington, Mar. 3. Congress fi-
nally cleared the way for' final enact-
ment of the $535,000,000 naval appro-
priation bill tonight after straighten-
ing out a controversy, between the two
houses which for. a time threatened
to kilL the measure and force an ex-
tra session.

Late tonight the house formally dis-
agreed to all senate amendments and
sent the measure to conference. TheJ
action wai' regarded, however, as
largely perfunctory, for with the dif-
ference over the bond issue cleared
away it appeared there was little
doubt of a final agreement on other
details. .

'

Final enactment of the bill was se-
riously threatened for a time by re-
fusal of the House to accept the meas-
ure which passed the Senate today on
the ground that the $150,000,000 bond
issue amendment constitutes a usur-
pation of the authority of the lower
house.

After hurried conferences between
Democratic and Republican leaders,
fearful that to reopen debate on. the
bill would mean its failure, the Sen-
ate without a roll call repassed the
measure with the bond issue provis-
ion eliminated. At the last moment
Senator Jones succeeded in attaching
an amendment striking out the clause
making it a crime or shipbuilding and
other industrial concerns to refuse to
surrender their plants to the govern-
ment in time of war or other pro-
claimed emergency.

Cheers Greet Action.
The Senate's" action was greeted

with cheers in the House, where it
was conceded that any difficulty over
the Jones amendment could be quick-
ly smoothed out.

In the meantime, it was agreed that
both Houses should put through a
joint resolution originating in the
House, authorizing the. $150,020,000
bond issue. Of this money $115,0u0,- -

000 is to be used in rushing to com-
pletion vessels now under construc-
tion and $35,000,000 is for fifty addi-
tional submarines provided for by sen
ate amendments.

Of the amount added $115,000,000
is for use in rushing to completion
warships now under construction and
to pay for submarine chasers and $35,'-000,0-

is for fifty submarines in ad
dition to those provided fox in the
regular building program.

Efforts to attach the administration
amendments empowering " the Presi-
dent to commandeer American ships
in an emergency failed because Re-
publican senators would not consent
to their passage without debate. . Un-
der the agreement to take a final vote
at 4 o'clock this afternoon Vice Pres-
ident Marshall ruled that there could
be no separate vote on amendments
after that hour, thereby killing vari-
ous pending proposals.

FEBRUARY RECORD

During the Month 202 Vessels With a
Tonnage of 420,460 Were

Destroyed.

New York, Mar. --3. Shipping de--'

skroyed since war began, exclusive of
war vessels, presents 10 per cent of
the world's merchant marine as it
existed en August 1, 1914, according
to figures published by the Journal of
Commerce today. Construction of war-
ships has offset most of the losses,
it was stated. ,

The statistics record the destruc-
tion of 2,573 vessels of ,811,100 gross
tons, of which more than half was
owned by Great Britain. The next
heaviest sufferer has been Norway,
with France third, Italy fourth and
Germany fifth.

Entente losses have been about 75
per cent of the total and Teutonic 20
per cent..

The figures list 202 vessels of ap-
proximately 420,460 gross tonnage as
definitely reported destroyed during
February or" since Germany's unre-
stricted submarine .warfare began.
This compares with 164 vessels of
338,851 gross tonnage in January. Nor-
wegian and Dutch shipping during
February suffered losses heavier than
any of the entente allies except that
of Great Britain, which lost more than
half of the month's total. The Febru-
ary figures were the highest for a
single month.

Wilson Signs Two Bills.
Washington, Mar. 3. President

Wilson today signed the Indian Ap-
propriation bill and the Porto Rico
bill, giving residents of the island citi-
zenship and changing its form of gov-
ernment.

Austria Makes Big Lean to Turkey.
Berne, Mar. 3. A Vienna dispatch

says Austria has agreed to lend Tur-
key fifty million dollars for an un-
named period. The money is to be
used for purchases in Austria-Hungar-

Fire in Oklahoma City Courthouse.
Oklahoma City, Ok., Mar. 3. Wat-

er which flooded the city hall build-
ing while a fire burned through the
hallways did $10,000 damage early
today. Records of the city treasurer,
city clerk and other documents were
soaked.

- Peoria Fire Kills One.
Peoria, El., Mar. 3. W. B. Johnson,

a workman, was burned to death and
three persons were injured. in a fire
that destroyed a plant connected with
the Peoria Cordage Company today.

THZ hays msE pims:

DR. H0LL1S GODFREY

" .
1

- . i A

Dr. Hoilis Godfrey of Philadelphia,
is one of the committee of seven
that is preparing the mobilization of
the resources of the United States.
Hj is chairman of the committee
which will assist army experts in
solving questions involving scientific
developments that affect military
affairs.

DENIES KNOWING OF PLOT

German Minister to Mexico Pleads Ig-

norance of Zirrfmerrhann's Instruc-
tions Japs Enter Denial.

Mexico City, Mar. 2. H. von Eck-
hardt, German minister to Mexico, de-

clared today that he knew nothing
about the instructions alleged to have
been sent to him by Foreign Secre-
tary Zimmermann regarding a German-

-Mexican alliance in the event of
war between Germany and the United
States.

Von Eckhardt made this statement
in replying to the question whether-h-

had followed the instructions al-

leged, to have been sent to him by
Dr. Zimmermann.

"You must go to Washington for
your information," the minister said.
"If you must say something you may
say the German minister knows noth-
ing about all this."

Tamekichi Ohta, charge d'affairs for
Japan, declared he had not been ap-
proached in any way with a proposal
for any alliance with Mexico or Ger-
many against the United States.

Garza Perez, of for-
eign affairs, now in charge of the for-
eign office, declared he knew nothing
of the proposals mentioned. If the
proposal had been presented by Min-

ister Von Eckhardt, which he person-
ally doubted," he said, it was presented
direct to Minister of Foreign Affairs
Aguilar or General Carranza,

NOW TO BREAK WITH AUSTRIA

Government Has Made Complete Ar-

rangements for the Withdrawal
of Ambassador Penfield.

Washington, Feb. 28. Complete ar-
rangements for the withdrawal of
American diplomatic and consular of-

ficers from Austria-Hungar- y have
been made by Ambassador Penfield
on instructions from the State De-
partment. It was learned today that
the ambassador had been directed to
take this step, the belief at the de-
partment being that a break in rela-
tions is inevitable. The Spanish gov-
ernment has been asked to take over
American interests and plans have
been made to expedite the withdrawal
of Americans if the break occurs.

The last report . from Ambassador
Penfield suggested a slight possibility
that Austria's reply to this govern-
ment's aide memoir, asking a defini-
tion of that nation's, attitude in the
submarine situation, might be favor-
able. No real hope was raised here.
however, and no change in instruc-
tions followed.

CONDENSED NEWS ITEMS

A wireless dispatch received from
the Spanish steamer Infanta Ysabel,
on' which James W Gerard, formerly
American ambassador to Germany and
his party are passengers, says: "Fin-isterr- e,

8:30 p. m., WTedesday, passed
German danger zone without incident..

Eighteen " hundred men employed
by the Baldwin Locomotive Works in
making h shells for the Entente
Allies have been laid off because of
completed contracts, according to an
announcement by the company.

The Senate laid aside the Revenue
bill for one minute by unanimous con-
sent and put through the annual In-
valid Pension bill, already passed by
the House and carrying about 160 mil-
lion dollars.

Word of the sinking of the British
steamer Tritonia has been received in
a cable message to the agents at St.
Johns. No details were given. The
Tritonia sailed from this side Feb-
ruary 15 for Liverpool with a general
cargo, it was built in Glasgow i n
1S93 and registered 2,720 tons.

The official German announcement
of the raid of German torpedo boat
destroyers on "the Kentish coast of
England on the night of February 25
says that the German warships steam-
ed into the English channel beyond
the line from Dover to Calais"and into
the mouth of the Thames river.
- Francisco Villa is ill la the moun-
tains near San Andres, Chihuahua,
and. unable to direct the campaign
which he had planned against Chi-

huahua City and Juarez, according to
Americans arriving &t HI Paso.

PLOT.BBBBJCE

BEFORE SOME

President Wilson Assures Upr
per House Report of Ger-

man Intrigue is True.

CHIT TELL MORE AT PRESENT

Chief Executive Says Further Infor-
mation Now Would Be Incompat-

ible With Public Interest.

Washington, Mar. 2 President 'Wil-
son tonight, in response to the Sen-
ate's call, laid before that branch of
Congress "official information that the
United States. is in possession of evi-
dence which establishes the authen-
ticity of the sensational document dis-
closing how Germany intrigued to ally
Mexico and Japan with her to war on
this country.

In response to a Senate resolution
the President transmitted a report
from Secretary Lansing stating that
the evidence had come to the posses-
sion of the United States within the
last week and that the authenticity of
Zimmermann's instructions to the
German minister, von Eckhardt, in the
City of Mexico, is established as re-
vealed by the Associated Press.

The President's Statement.
The President's reply to the resolu-

tion and Secretary Lansing's report
are as follows:

"To the Senate: In response to the
resolution "adopted by the Senate
March 1, 1917, requesting the Presi-
dent to furnish the Senate, if not in-
compatible with the public interest,
whatever information he has concern-
ing the note published in the press on
this date purporting to have been sent
January 19, 1917, by the German sec-
retary of foreign affairs to the German
minister to Mexico, I transmit here-
with a report by the Secretary cf
State, which has my approval.

"WOODROW WILSON."
."'To the President: The resolu

tion adopted by the United States
Senate March 1, 1917, requesting that
that body be furnished, if not incom
patible with the public interest, what
ever information you have concerning
the note published in the press of this
date purporting to have been sent
January 19, 1917, by the German sec-
retary for foreign affairs to the Ger-
man minister to Mexico, I have the
honor to state that the government is
in possession of evidence which es-
tablishes the fact that the note re-
ferred to is authentic, and that it is
in possession of the government of
the United States, and that the evi-
dence was procured by this govern-
ment during the present week; but
that it is, in my opinion, incompatible
with the public interest to send to the
Senate at the present time any fur-
ther information in possession of the
government of the United States rela-
tive to the note mentioned in the reso-
lution of the Senate. Respectfully
submitted.

"ROBERT LANSING."
The Senate without comment or-

dered the report and letter printed
and referred to the foreign relations
committee.

After a Day of Debate.
Adoption of the resolution asking

for the information came at the close
of a day of solemn debate which
reached a climax with Republican sen-

ators joining Democrats in condemn-
ing the attitude of Senator Stone,
chairman of the foreign relations com-
mittee, who declared the story of the
plot was given out by the government
to affect public opinion and Insisted
upon asking the President whether
the information was received from the
representative of any belligerent na-

tion.
House Limits President.

A bill to empower the President to
arm merchant ships, but not extend-
ing the authority he requested to use
"other instrumentalities" in defend-
ing American rights against the sub-
marine menace, was passed by the
House tonight by a vote of 403 to 13.

Speaker Clark announced the vote
amid applause and cheering. Oppo-
sition to the bill had faded during the
day before patriotic appeals from
leaders on both sides of the House.

Thirteen Against It.
At roll call only nine Republicans,

three Democrats and the Socialist
voted in the negative. They were:

Republicans Benedict cf Califor-
nia; Cary of Wisconsin; Cooper of
Wisconsin; Davis of Minnesota; Hel-gese- n

of North Dakota; Lindbergh of
Minnesota; Nelson of Wisconsin;
Stafford of Wisconsin and Wilson of
Illinois".

Democrats Decker of Missouri;
Shackleford of Missouri and Sher-
wood of Ohio.

Socialist London of New York.

Egg Prices Drop in Chicago.
Chicago, Feb. 28. Eggs at whole-

sale dropped five cents a dozen today,
but potatoes, which declined five
cents yesterday because of the unusu-
ally heavy receipts 74 cars advanc-
ed fifteen cents today when only 20
cars were received.

Standard to Ask War Pay.
New York, Feb. 28. The Standard

Oil Company will ask indemnity for
the destruction of its properties in

(Rumania at the time of the German
invasion of that country.

Thieves Work Fast In Chicago.
Chicago, Feb. 28. Bernard Mato-

ne y, assistant state's attorney, drop-
ped down to the second floor of the
city hall and drew his $225 salary. A
pickpocket relieved him of the "wad"
before he reached his office on the
fifth, floor.

Three Religions to Guard Estate.
Hollidaysburg. Pa., Feb. 28. Dolph

McMulIen's will provides that his
5100,000 estate, left to charity, be ad-
ministered by a Protestant preacher, a
Catholic priest as 3 a Jewish ratti.

UiOTHER GERMAN FLOT LEAD

Interned Teuton Ship In American
Harbors Damaged on Orders From

Count Von Bernstorff.

Washington, Mar. 2. Count Von
Bernstorff. ambassador,
was instructed from Berlin to arrange
the dismantling of German warbound
ships in American harbor at the same
time he received the Zimmermann
note- - for transmission to Mexico.

This added thread in the mesh of
German intrigue spun around this
country while Germany was still pro-

testing friendship was allowed to be-

come known-tod- ay with the inference
that full and detailed instructions
were sent Bernstorff from Berlin to
make war by this country impossible.
Officials refused to disclose any of
the other elements in the German
plot, but indicated that it was general
and wholesale.

The next step expected from .abroad
is a complete statement by Mexico
of her attitude. Deite the long chain
of suspicious circumstances tending
to connect ' that country with Ger-
many's intrigues, officials expect an
indignant repudiation by the Carranza
government.

It is assumed also that Japan will
take advantage of the opportunity to
reaffirm her loyalty to the Entente
and her friendship for this country.

The text of the German instructions
have been shown to the Japanese am-

bassador here and both Ambassador
Fletcher at Mexico City and Ambas-
sador Guthrie at Tokio have been
cabled full information as to the situ-
ation and are expected to discuss the
matter informally with the respective
foreign offices.

A new press campaign by Germany
to discredit and counteract the dis-

closure is looked for.

SEIZED A GERMAN'S TRUNK

Owner Escaped Into Mexico From Fed-

eral Officers at Nogales, Ari-

zona, Last July.

'Nogales, Ariz., Mar. 2. A depart-
ment of justice agent seized a trunk
here today belonging ta W. IL
Schweibz, who claimed to be a former
German army officer. He escaped
last July from federal officers several
days after he had been arrested in
connection with an alleged plot to
smuggle aeroplanes from the United
States into Mexico.

II. B. Mock, government agent, who
seized the trunk at a local express
office on a search warrant, declined

r
to give any information regarding the
contents.

Recent letters received here from.
Schweibz, it was learned today, bore
the following inscription in Spanish
under Schweibz's name: "Major in-

structor of staff of the Mexican sec-
retary of war att Mexico City."
Schweibz escaped from a deputy
United States marshal as hevas be-
ing taken to, a train for removal to
Tucson, Ariz. He ran across the in-

ternational boundary into Mexico and
American officers were prevented
from pursuing him.

HOLD THE YARR0WDALE MEN

.Germany Now Says Infectous Disease
Has Broken Out Among the

American Sailors.

Berlin, Feb., 28. The release of the
American prisoners brought to Ger-
many on the steamer Yarrowdaie, al-

though ordered some time ago, says
the Overseas News Agency, cannot
be carried out for the moment, as an
infectious disease has been discov-
ered at the place of their resistance.

As the outbreak of. the malady ne-

cessitates a quarantine measure af-

fecting the number of persons about
to leave Germany, the Overseas
Agency states that the delay In the
departure of the Americans is in the
interest of neutral countries. The
hope is expressed that the quarantine
will be of short duration. The Amer-
ican citizens. It is announced, are safe
and welL

BRYAN WILL OPPOSE WILSON

Nebraska Leader Will Use His Influ-
ence in Congress to Have Presi-

dent's Request Refused.

Jacksonville, Fla., Feb. 28. W. J.
Bryan in a statement issued here to--,
day announced he is opposed to grant-
ing powers to the President such as
Mr. Wilson requested of Congress. He
announced he would go immediately
to Washington and use his influence
to have the request declined.

After reading President Wilson's ad-

dress to Congress Mr. Bryan canceled
five speaking engagements in Florida
and has since been in communication
by telegraph with congressional
friends in Washington.

A Detroit Jeweler Sold Eggs.
Detroit, Mar. 1. "Strictly fresh"

eggs were sold from a downtown jew-
elry store yesterday. Advertised at
thirty-eigh-t cents ten cents under the
market the jeweler's stock of 1,800
dozen was cleaned out in just fifty
minutes.

Law Sunk by German Boat.
Washington, Mar. 1. It has been of-

ficially established that the American
sailing schooner Lyman M. Law was
not sunk by an Austro-Hungaria- n sub-
marine.

Michigan Republicans In Line.
Washington, Mar. 1. The Michigan

delegation in Congress, headed by
Senator William Alden Smith, Repub-
lican, in caucus today unanimously
voted to uphold President Wilson and
agree to the Stone resolution as re-
ported to the Senate foreign relations
committee yesterday.

Gerard Sails for Home.
Corunna, Spain, Mar. 1. James W.

Gerard, former American ambassador
at Berlin, sailed ' yesterday cn the
BteansLip Infant Isabel for H&rzzji.

WITHDRAW!!.

Movement Was Voluntary and
Systematic, However, Says

Berlin War Office. A

THE FALL HEAR

Main Force of Teuton Army Already
Some Distance in Rear of

Town, Sss Paris.

Berlin. Mar. 2. German army head-
quarters today announced a voluntary
and systematic withdrawal of parts of
the German advance positions on both,
banks of the Ancre, on the Franco-Belgia- n

front.
The withdrawal, it was announced,

was effected several days ago, the
movement being concealed from the
British. The statement reads:

"On both banks of the Ancre sev-
eral days ago, fpr special reasons, a
part of our . advance positions was
voluntarily and systematically evac-
uated and the defense has been placed
in another prepared line. Our move-
ment remained concealed from the
enemy. Rear guard posts, acting
carefully, hampered his troops, which,
only with hesitation groped forward,
occupying without fighting the strip
of land which was abandoned1 by us
and which is' lying in ruins. Yielding
in the face of a numerically superior
attack, as haL been ordered, these
miftor detachments inflicted consider-
able sanguinary losses upon the
enemy, and up to now have captured
11 officers and 174 men, and four ma-
chine guns, and today still dominate
the field in front of our positions.

Fall of Bapaume Near.
Paris, Mar. 2. The Germans have

already fallen back behind Bapaume,
and the fall of that town is. imminent,
according to information from the
front which has reached military cir-
cles here. The new German line is
said to run along the road from Ba-
paume to Peronne and some distance
in the rear of the former town.

During the retirement the Germans
have systematically destroyed their
dugouts and provision depots, and
rendered their trenches useless. An
Australian patrol in one place found a
chain stretched across a ravine and
discovered in time that it was con-
nected with a mine at either end. The
German artillery fire is said to have
been notably feeble during the recent
retreat, but heavy guns are reported
still in position at Bapaume, mounted
on rails.

London, Mar. 2. In a statement in
the house of commons today dealing
with recent happenings on the Franco-Belgia- n

front, Henry W. Forster, fi-
nancial secretary of the war office,
said that until the last few days the
British operations necessarily had
been confined to minor attacks. In
these, he said, heavy losses had been
inflicted upon the Germans, more
than 3,000 prisoners taken and ground
of considerable importance gained.

Retreat Growing Wider.
London, March 1. Gommecourt, one

of the German, strong points which
held out against the fury of the Brit-
ish offensive launched last July, is
the latest of the French villages to be
yielded by the Germans, whose retir-
ing movement began a few days ago.
Puisieux-au-Mo- and Thilloy also
were occupied by the British. Gomme-
court has been in the "nose" of the
salient jutting into the British lines
for months, and its occupation marks
the giving way of what was regarded
as the northern hinge of the German
line which is now swinging back, and
lends further color to the theory that
this is but the first step towards shor-
tening the line in the Arras-Somm- e

region.
Within Mile of Bapaume.

Meanwhile the British have ap-
proached to within a mile of Ba-
paume, in which town further explos-
ions have been heard. It is reliably
reported that the famous Bapaume
clock tower, long spared by the Brit-
ish artillery, has been blown up by
the Germans. In fine weather the
British have been able to read the
hour by this clock and picture the Ger-
man activities about the tower. The
clock towers at Achiet le Petit and
Bucquoy also have been blown up,
the Germans apparently being determ-
ined to leave nothing behind which by
any chance could be made available
for observation purposes.

T. N. Barnsdall Dead.
Pittsburgh, Pa., Feb. 28. T. X.

Barnsdall. for many years one of the
most widely known oil and mining
operators in the United States, died
at his home here today following &
stroke of paralysis. Mr. Barnsdall
was the founder of the Kansas Nat-
ural Gas Company.

Robbed a German Consulate.
Juarez, ilex. Mar. 2. The German

consulate here was robbed late last
night and a number of important of-

ficial papers were reported to have
been taken from the files of Consul
Max Weber.

Would Have Villa as U. S. Ally.
El Paso, Tex, Mar. 2. A leader of

the Villa junta here tonight said he
had dispatched a courier to Villa to
propose alliance between Mexican reb-
els and the Incited States if Carranza,
joined Germany as an active ally.

Car Crash Killed Brave Mo torma n.
Chicago, Mar. 2. One man wa

killed and four persons injured when
two surface cars collided in the Wash-
ington Street Tunnel last night. The-dea-

man is Charles, Rucke, motor-ma- n.

Rucke stuck to his car when
the collision seemed inevitable.

Let Four American Out-Berli-
n.

Mar. 2. Two American ship-surgeon- s

and two veterinarians
trough to Germany on the steaniiip
Yarrowtiale left Berlin this moraine:
cn .the way to Denmark.
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